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4-H ( A Unit of The University of Georgia) Partnering  with Georgia Schools 
Cooperative Extension and 4-H are integral parts of the education system of our state.  Offering educational opportunities, learning experiences, and practical information are hall marks of the agency.  Utilizing research-based information, Cooperative Extension has three major program areas: 4-H Youth, Agriculture and the Environment, and Family Sciences.  The youth component of Cooperative Extension is 4-H.  In every county,  4-H is a partner of Georgia’s 5th-12th grade education systems. Cooperative Extension is part of the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at the University of Georgia, as division of the United States Department of Agriculture and a department in local government.  The word cooperative in the name of the institution refers to the tripartite arrangement that allows 4-H to access and engage resources at three levels of government.  4-H brings quality educational experiences to the students in all of Georgia’s counties. The “in school” 4-H experiences open the door for a myriad of “out of school” opportunities. 4-H strives to bring relevance to academic knowledge with practical applications. Positive relationships and sustained collaborative efforts between University of Georgia  Cooperative Extension/ 4-H and local school systems result in strong communities and better educated youth.   

Funding: Cooperative Extension Faculty and facilities are funded by state appropriations, county support, federal support via USDA, and private support.  An investment of county school dollars into Cooperative Extension is multiplied many times because of the partnerships in the system.  School system funding for a University of Georgia Extension faculty member is a high value investment.      

History of 4-H with Schools: Near the turn of the past century, Newton County Georgia School Superintendent G.C. Adams was interested in making learning useful and practical for his students.  His ideas became 4-H.  From its inception, 4-H was founded on the principal of taking research-based information from the Land Grant University and making the science and practices both available and practical to students. The process of teaching science by involving youth in experiential education has not changed.  In 1904, students applied new techniques to increase their corn yield.  In 2007, fifth grade 4-H students will participate in classes engaging them in understanding traits and genetics by using real world applications with fruit.  These lessons satisfy Georgia Performance Standards criteria.  G.C. Adams did not use acronyms like G.P.S. in 1904 but we are confident his schools had standards, standards that were enhanced by 4-H.

4-H, in each of our state is authorized and mandated to provide education as part of the University of Georgia and the USDA. Academic time and education based on the research of the land grant university is part of the 4-H program in all Georgia counties.  While 4-H as many extra curricular programs, there is a significant amount of 4-H that is academic and classroom in its nature.  Specifically, University of Georgia Cooperative Extension has constantly worked in concert with Georgia schools to insure that 4-H classes complement and enhance the curriculum in school settings.  4-H lessons and curriculum for elementary and middle school are designed to meet Georgia Performance Standards.  

Additionally, 4-H offers the nation’s premier residential Environmental Education program to Georgia’s students.  The five University of Georgia 4-H Centers provide science classes in natural settings for more than 40,000 students each year.   

While the word club is often used with 4-H, club programs are only a part of 4-H.  4-H’s in school delivery method provides students with instruction that is research based and learner engaged. These in school 4-H sessions provide local University faculty and staff the opportunity to showcase the research and knowledge of the land grant universities in a way that is applicable for youth. Considering best practices in the worlds of formal and non formal education, this practice of making learning applicable to a young person’s life and experiences is one that demonstrates true knowledge gain. Thus, the mission of the land grant university to “take the knowledge to the people” is met in a meaningful way through 4-H in school sessions.  Documented evidence supports the premise that 4-H, as part of the University, is an extraordinarily effective system for expanding the learning of students and developing life skills

Understanding the public education mission of 4-H helps explain why 4-H is part of the academic time in Georgia schools.  Any funding from school systems to Cooperative Extension should be included as part of the academic time and funding for classroom experiences. 4-H education is classroom time. It should be further realized that the 4-H classroom time should not be considered “club” and not subject to regulation or rules applying to clubs.  The part of 4-H that is “club” occurs in after school settings, at the Extension office and in community settings.  

4-H, welcomes and recruits all youth.  4-H does not promote private or political agendas.  All 4-H programs are based on the essential elements of youth development (Mastery, Generosity, Independence, and Belonging).  All 4-H classes and experiences are based on the research conducted at the land grant universities (in Georgia, the University of Georgia and Fort Valley State University) 

Summary Facts: 
4-H was founded as part of the school system in Georgia 

Cooperative Extension is a unit of the U.GA.  

4-H (by law) is considered part of public schools in having access to school buses

4-H curriculums are written and revised constantly to complement school standards

Cooperative Extension is led by publicly funded faculty members 

Cooperative Extension and 4-H have an extraordinary record of academic excellence

Students who continue their work in 4-H until 9th grade graduate from high school at a rate greater than 90%
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