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Information for Georgia 4-H Clovers & Co. Applicants

We're so excited that you plan to audition for Clovers & Co.!  All 4-H'ers (Cloverleaf -rising 12th graders) are eligible to audition. This letter will provide some tips to help you prepare for the audition as well as details about the Clovers Co. audition process.

Preparing for the Audition

Choose the date and location for the audition you plan to attend and put it on your calendar. Auditions will be held on June 8, 2011 at Fortson 4-H Center in Clayton County from 8:30 AM -12:00 Noon (you must check in prior to 11:00 AM at this location) and June 14th, 2011 at the Rock Eagle 4-H Center Auditorium from 8:30 AM—2:00 PM. Fill out the online application 
(https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dGxqazg5NkNzNUhETXRhRHg4V184Ync6MQ ) – this is the preferred method this year- or the hard copy application available at http://www.georgia4h.org/public/edops/cloversandcompany/auditions.html . Make certain the form you choose to fill out is submitted by your county deadline and have your CEA, 4-H Program Assistant , or 4-H Associate sign it, and email / mail it to the State 4-H Office by the statewide deadline of June 1.  *** Be certain you have uploaded a photo with the online application or attached a photo to the hard copy application!  
 If you have a conflict with both audition dates, make your 4-H Agent, Program Assistant, or Associate aware of it. They can contact the Clovers & Co. Staff to find out if there are any audition alternatives.  
VERY IMPORTANT: Auditions are limited to two (2) minutes. Please keep this time limit in mind when preparing for your audition.

If you have never seen a Clovers & Co. show, we have a limited number of DVDs and videos of past shows that can be checked out by your County Extension Agent or 4-H Program Assistant.

Here are some specific suggestions to help you prepare for the big day:
Vocalists:

Pick your best performance number. Use a vocal track CD or tape or sing a cappella. Do not sing along with the original artist. Pick a song that is within your vocal range. Select a song that you can stay on key and maintain pitch with. Always have a back- up copy of your performance track and bring it with you to auditions.

Instrumentalists:

Pick a performance piece that you play well. Show variety in your performance if you can. A piano is furnished, but you will need to bring any other instruments you wish to audition with. 

Dancers:

Pick a dance that you perform well. Some things to consider are the degree of difficulty and variety.  Always have a back- up copy of your performance track and bring it with you to the audition. If your performance does not include both song and dance, you may be asked to sing “My Country ’Tis of Thee” or “America the Beautiful” for the judges.

Production Crew - Stagehands:

Interviews will not be required. However, those who do come to auditions will be interviewed. Stagehands are expected to arrive very early for shows to load/unload the truck or Clovers storage room. They also prepare the set/ sound  at each show as well as pack up after the performance. This job is behind the scenes and includes assisting with lighting and sound as well as numerous other duties.

The Audition:
Auditions are conducted on a first come, first serve basis. There may be a long wait depending on the time you arrive. 4-H'ers are responsible for their expenses and travel arrangements to the audition site. Try to carpool with others who are auditioning from your county.  When you check in, you will be given an audition number. For those auditioning at Rock Eagle: Lunch tickets may be purchased on the day of auditions from the Rock Eagle 4-H Center Office for $8.00 per person. The judges will also take a lunch break while the camp uses the auditorium to show a movie to the campers for thirty minutes during lunch. Auditions will resume immediately after that time.Group auditions will not be accepted!

Other Information:

The Clovers & Co. Staff will select the talent they feel is most appropriate for a statewide presentation. Their decision will be final. The Clovers & Co. Staff reserves the right to select additional talent as needed. Presenting the most outstanding show we can is our goal.  
A tentative rehearsal and show schedule will be given to all applicants at auditions. All applicants should read and sign the "Your Commitment" section on the Clovers & Co. application.

4-H'ers who are selected as members of Clovers & Co. will receive more information including

rehearsal and performance dates, expectations, commitment, etc. Band members will have and extra one day rehearsal prior to the first full cast rehearsal.
Clovers & Co. is designed to showcase talent while increasing each individual’s confidence, responsibility and leadership as a member of a team. Clovers & Co. is truly a team concept.
Performances:

Major performances planned include: 4-H Fall Forum, State 4-H Council, the Georgia National Fair, a nearby State 4-H Congress, National 4-H Congress, and several other shows. In-state performances are usually funded by donors. For out-of- state trips, Clovers & Co. members are asked to contribute to travel expenses. **Donor funds are available for those selected as members who need assistance with costume rental fees and rehearsal fees. Most expenses for shows and rehearsals will be covered for cast members including meals and lodging.

More:
Want to know more about Clovers & Company? Visit the Clovers & Co. web page at www.georgia4h.org  .Click on “Activities & Events” then Clovers & Co. The page includes information about our current show, photos of the cast, and more.  
Questions? 
Contact your County Agent, 4-H Program Assistant, 4-H Associate or contact:

Cheryl Varnadoe, Extension 4- H Specialist, Georgia  4-H, Hoke Smith Annex, UGA

Athens, GA 30602, Phone: 706- 542- 4444, Fax: 706- 542- 4373, Email: cv4h@uga.edu
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