Blog How-To: Tips from an Expert Blogger
Blogs, or online journals, are excellent and affordable communications tools for 4-H. Uses include showcasing 4-H club achievements, creating a unique place to promote 4-H events and offer an affordable alternative to traditional websites for county 4-H offices. Blogs are easy, inexpensive and popular, especially among young people.

Often I am asked how to set up a blog. First, let me say that I am not a technical expert on the subject. I can only share information acquired within the 4-H system. Please note… that I do not endorse any of the companies presented here. I am just passing along what I've learned.

To set up a blog, you will need the following --
1. Web address or URL. You register URLs on an annual basis; there are several places to register. I use register.com simply because it's easy. (although there are cheaper places.) When registering a web address, I suggest choosing a "dot-org" extension. For example, "your4hname.org."
2. Hosting service. You will need a hosting service where your blog will reside. There are a bazillion hosting services out there. I have had good luck with M6.NET. In fact, the 4-H site -- 4HUSA.ORG -- is hosted there as well as my blog. For a blog, you will only need their Micro hosting service at $4/month. I signup for a year and avoid the setup fee. Makes for very affordable web hosting.

3. Activating the web address or URL. Once you have signed up with a hosting service, you will need to activate your URL with that specific service. It's essentially telling the entire Internet where your site lives. The hosting company will provide directions for doing that. It's very easy and activation normally takes about 72 hours.

4. Blog software. Unlike a website, blog software resides at your hosting site, not on your computer. The software for my blog and Clover Corner News comes from MoveableType. The software is free if you want to install it yourself. I HIGHLY recommend that you pay the people at MoveableType their reasonable fee of $70 to setup your blog.

That's it! You can get a blog up and online within a week. And, remember, it's a terrific communications tool for promoting what you are doing in 4-H.

--Special Thanks to David Henderson, Senior Vice President of Strategic Communications, National 4-H Council. The article originally appeared on his blog that features entries about his 4-H travels and his work spreading the message “4-H is a community of young people who are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.” Visit David’s blog at: http://www.davidhenderson.com/blog
