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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Service-Learning Definitions 
Service-learning means different things to different people. Because of this, no one definition of service-learning will satisfy everyone.  Several commonly used definitions of service-learning are presented here to provide a basis for discovering the common ground among them and to promote discussion about the meaning of service learning.

The term 'service-learning' means a method by which students learn and develop through active

participation in: 


 Organized service experiences that meet real community needs;


  Integrated into the students' academic curriculum; 

             Provides structured time called reflection for youth to think, talk, or write about what they did and saw during the service activity; 

             Enables youth to utilize newly acquired skills and knowledge and apply them in real-life situations in their own communities; and 

             Enhances what is taught in school by extending learning beyond the classroom and into the community and helps to foster the development of a sense of caring for others."

                                              -National and Community Service Act of 1990

"Service learning appears to be an approach to experiential learning, an expression of values -- service to others, which determines the purpose, nature and process of social and educational exchange between learners (students) and the people they serve, and between experiential education programs and the community organizations with which they work."

                                                                       - Timothy Stanton

A Delphi Study (Shumer, 1993) sought consensus on a definition of service-learning. The Executive Summary states: "while there is consensus on some aspects of service-learning, for the most part there is still disagreement on the details." A brief summary of findings are as follows:

There is consensus that service-learning can be envisioned through forms, or types, and that these forms are best understood through specific examples. There is general agreement that service-learning occurs in two general categories: school-based and community-based.  Twenty-nine different dichotomous variables ('continua') were named 

...which describe purposes, goals, processes, and settings of service-learning. All these types and models provide a framework for conceptualizing service-learning in its various configurations; yet none of them are fixed or exact in meaning or description.   As powerful and as exciting as any educational innovation and practice, ...service-learning is still very much an amorphous concept which continues to resist rigid definitions and

            universal understanding. 

                                                                        -Robert Shumer


"...service-learning is both a program type and a philosophy of education.  As a program type, service-learning includes myriad ways that students can perform meaningful service to their            communities and to society while engaging in some form of reflection or study that is related to the service.  As a philosophy of education, service-learning reflects the belief that education must be linked to social responsibility and that the most effective learning is active and connected to experience in some meaningful way."

                          -Research Agenda For Combining Service and Learning in the 1990s

“Service-learning is a method by which young people learn and develop through active participation in thoughtfully-organized service experiences that... 

  Meet actual community needs. 

  Are coordinated in collaboration with the school and community. 

  Are integrated into each young person's academic curriculum. 

  Provide the structured time for a young person to think, talk, and write about what he/she did and saw during the actual service activity. 

  Provide young people with opportunities to use newly acquired academic skills and knowledge in real life situations in their own communities. 

  Enhance what is taught in the school by extending student learning beyond the classroom. 

  Help to foster the development of a sense of caring for others. 

                               Alliance for Service-Learning in Education Reform 
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